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F. No. J-11015/04/2011-IA.11 (M)
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Impact Assessment Division
*ok koK
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
New Delhi-110 003

Dated: April 01, 2016
To,
M/s Cement Manufacturing Co. Ltd.,
Village- Lumshnong, P.O. Khliehriat
DT- Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya
Pin- 793 200

Tel. No. 03655-278215, Fax No. 03655-278217
Email- lumshnong@yahoo.co.in

Sub.: Mining of Limestone with proposed production capacity of 9,00,000
TPA (ROM) of Limestone by M/s Cement Manufacturing Co. Ltd.,
located at village-Lumshnong, Tehsil- Khliehriat, District-East Jaintia
Hills, Meghalaya (MLA: 70.00ha)- Environmental Clearance
regarding.

Sir,

This has reference to your application for the above mentioned proposal for
Limestone Mine with proposed production capacity of 9,00,000 TPA (ROM) of
Limestone. The mine lease area is located at village-Lumshnong, Tehsil- Khliehriat,
District-East Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya in the mine lease area of 70.00ha. The
Latitudes and Longitudes of the mine site is North 25°10°05” - 25°10’32” and East
92°21'46.4" - 92°22'25.6" respectively.

2. The Ministry had prescribed TOR on 28.03.2011 which was extended on
17.07.2013. The Proponent after conducting Public Hearing on 23.03.2012
submitted the EIA/EMP report for seeking environmental clearance. The proposal
of EC was appraised in the EAC meeting held during April 29-30, 2014 wherein the
Committee deferred the proposal and sought the information/clarification. Based
on the information submitted by the Proponent, the Proposal was reconsidered by
the EAC in its meeting held during November 13-14, 2014 wherein EAC deferred
the Proposal and sought the information. Further, based on the information
submitted by Proponent vide letter dated 12.02.2015, the proposal was
reconsidered in the EAC meeting held during May 27-29, 2015 wherein the
Committee recommended the proposal of EC for Limestone Mining with production
capacity of 9.0 Lakhs TPA (ROM). The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Regional Office, Shillong, vide letter dated 19.02.2016, has accorded in
principle approval for diversion of 4.82ha forest land.

3. The Proposal is for opening of new mine to produce 9,00,000 TPA (ROM) of
limestone for captive use in its own Cement Plant which is located at a distance of
about 3 Km from the mine. The total mine lease area is 70 ha. Out of which
46.809ha is Agricultural land, 18.371ha is Barren land, 4.820ha is Forest land. The
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Project Proponent has submitted an application with the forest department for
diversion of 4.82ha forest land vide letter no-CMCL/70Ha/FDP-1 dated 05/08/2013.
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Regional Office, Shillong,
vide letter dated 19.02.2016 has accorded in principle approval for diversion of
4.82ha forest land. While pursuing the proposal of forest diversion of 4.82 ha land
within the core zone, it was intimated by State Forests official that part of the
Narpuh Reserve Forest within buffer zone has been recently notified by State
Government of Meghalaya as a Wild Life Sanctuary under the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 namely “Narpuh Wild Life Sanctuary”. The lease area is situated 4.8 km NE of
notified boundary of “Narpuh Wildlife Sanctuary”.

4, The Mining Plan has been approved by Indian Bureau of Mines, Govt. of
India vide letter No 314(3)/2010-MCCM (CZ)/MP-37, dated 10th June, 2011.
Method of mining will be opencast mechanized with drilling and blasting. For
secondary breaking hydraulic excavator with rock breaker is proposed to be deployed.
The lease has been granted by Govt. of Meghalaya vide order no.
MG/54/2009/190, dated 22.12.2009 for a period of 30 years. Total water
requirement of 25.5 KLD meant for drinking, mining operation, dust suppression,
plantation will be sourced from its cement plant. Ground water will not be
intersected due to mining activity. Ultimate working depth of the mine will be
480m AMSL whereas ground water table is at 420m AMSL (in summer) and 425m
AMSL (in rainy season). The total amount of OB will be 3.645 million cum during
life of the mine. 70% of the waste material shall be used for backfilling and 30 %
is proposed to be utilized as an additive to make up the deficiency of Silica in the
raw mix meant for manufacturing cement. Dumping of O.B. shall be carried out
temporarily on designated dumps which shall then be used for back filling. An
area of 11.76 ha of land shall be developed as green belt with local tree species.
About 1,12,000 trees of suitable species are proposed to be planted.

5. Project Proponent reported that the State Government of Meghalaya has
recently notified “Narpuh Wild Life Sanctuary” under the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 and lease is located 4.8 km NE from the notified boundary of “Narpuh Wildlife
Sanctuary”. However, there is no National Park, Habitat for Migratory Birds, Tiger
Reserve, Archaeological sites and Defence installation located within 10 km radius
of the mine lease. The project is located in Seismic zone-V. Project Proponent
reported that there is Schedule-I species namely Bamboo Patridge, Leopard Cat
and Hog Badger for which Conservation Plans have been prepared and the
conservation plan has been approved by PCCF, Govt. of Meghalaya along with a
budgetary provision of Rs 24.0 Lakhs have been made in conservation plan for the
proposed project. Project Proponent reported that the application for NBWL
approval for “"Narpuh Wild Life Sanctuary” has been applied to the PCCF, Shillong.

6. Baseline studies were carried out during Pre Monsoon 2011 (March-May
2011). Further, M/s Perfact Enviro Solutions Pvt. Ltd. has carried out one month
more baseline data in the month of May 2014 and compared the data which shows
that all the parameters for water and air quality were within permissible limits.
With regards to mine leases within 10 Km study area, Project Proponent has
submitted the letter from Government of Meghalaya (Directorate of Mineral
Resources, Shillong) stating that there are 11 mines within the study area. With
regards to the impact of mining, Proponent informed that semi mechanized mining
will be done; all the mines are less than 5 ha in area. As maximum days of the
year remain wet and due to heavy rain and moist condition throughout the year,
impact from mine is minimum. Ambient Air Quality of the buffer area monitored

EC to M/s Cement Manufacturing Co. Ltd. Page 2 of 10



the PMyo in the ranges from 51.3 pg/m3-87 pg/m? and is well within the NAAQ
standards and due to moist condition and heavy rain roads are generally wet, and
emission of dust is minimum.

Z. With regard to detailed R&R plan, Project Proponent has informed that, Out
of 65.18ha of private land, only 46.809ha is an agricultural land. The agricultural
land is mostly rocky land with some plantation of Oranges, Jamun, Almond,
Jackfruit, Sal and cotton. Apart from this, patches of broomstick vegetation can be
seen. Around 47 orange trees exist at site from which the produce is sold at a rate
of Rs 50,000/~ per year. Broom sticks are also grown in about 10ha of land which
gives an income of Rs 2.0 lakhs/annum. Apart from this Jamun, Almond, Jackfruit,
Cotton have no sale price and are consumed by the producer itself. Sal tree, which
is found in abundance, does not give any income to an individual as it can give
income only once cut. Average life of Sal tree is 20 yrs. Hence total average
annual income of the land owner for 70ha land was Rs 2,50,000/-per annum i.e.
Rs 5350/ha/annum. The details of 8 land owner were given along with
compensation given to them.

8. The Public Hearing for the Proposed Project was conducted at village-
Lumshnong, District - East Jaintia Hills on 23.03.2012 and presided over by Shri
S.C. Laloo, MCS, SDO, Khiliehriat, District - East Jaintia Hills. The issues raised
during Public Hearing were also considered and discussed during the meeting.
However as per documents, the response during Public Hearing is noted to be both
supportive as well as opposing the Project. Deputy Commissioner, Khliehriat, vide
letter dated 04.12.2014 mentioned that Shri S.C. Laloo, MCS was appointed as the
Chairman being the senior most Sub-Divisional Officer of Khliehriat Sub-Division
and the power vested upon him were of Additional District Magistrate during that
point of time.

9. The cost of the project is Rs. 6.65 Crores. The capital cost on EMP has been
kept at Rs 27.50 Lakhs and the recurring cost has been proposed at Rs. 10.10
Lakh per year. The budget for CSR activities is Rs. 55.50 Lakhs per annum. Project
Proponent informed that there is no court case/litigation pending against the
Project.

10. The Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change has examined the
proposal in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 and further amendments thereto and hereby accords the environmental
clearance under the provisions thereof to the above mentioned proposal of M/s
Cement Manufacturing Co. Ltd. for Limestone Mine with proposed
production capacity of 9,00,000 TPA (ROM) of Limestone in the mine lease
area of 70ha, located at village-Lumshnong, Tehsil- Khliehriat, District-
East Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya subject to compliance of the followings terms and
conditions and environmental safeguards mentioned below:-

A. Specific conditions

(i) Environmental clearance is granted subject to final outcome of Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India, Hon’ble High Court of Meghalaya and Hon'ble NGT
and any other Court of Law, if any, as may be applicable to this project.

(ii) State Government of Meghalaya has recently notified “Narpuh Wild
Life Sanctuary” under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and lease is
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